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A unique exhibition of European prints, ranging from 1400 to 1800, will open at 
The Cleveland Museum of Art on December 18. This exhibition:contains masterpieces of 
four hundred years of graphic art and is considered the finest print show ever 
assembled for public view in America. 

Some of the prints are the only existing examples. Others are one of a mere 
handful known to exist. Although all are rare, no print was included for its rarity 
alone, but for the perfection of its Impression and its extraordinary quality of 
freshness. In most cases the prints are first impressions. 

Two hundred works have been gathered from American museums and private collections 
to form this exhibition. A few of the prints have never before been seen by the public. 
Many were originally in the great European collections and found their way to America 
after the two world wars. Included in the show are works by such printmakers as 
Mantegna, Martin Schongauer, the Master ES, Albrecht Durer, Botticelli, Burgkmair and 
Rembrandt . 

Many great artists have relied upon prints to express their most profound and 
powerful thoughts. Because they represent a more intimate and austere world of art 
than most other media, they must be approached in a special mood by the spectator. 

Prints are small in scale, and if color is used, it is secondary to a marvelous play of 
line, subtle gradations of tone and textural effects- Yet within these limitations a 
remarkable variety of effects is achieved. 

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts opened the exhibition to celebrate the 
reestablishment of their Prints and Drawings Department. The show will continue in 
Cleveland through January 20 and will then go to The Art Institute of Chicago. 


